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A THEATRICAL RETROSPECT 
OF 1858. 
By B. W. W. 


“ Behold, old Time! 
“ Thy scythe hath passed, another glass outrun ; 
Fill it anew, and ever thus anon.” 
MS. Play. 


We again take up our pen to speak of the 
theatrical occurrences of another year, and in 
doing so we should not fail to remind our 
readers that this is the commencement of the 
twentieth volume of the THEATRICAL JoUR- 


NAL, and the 996th number that has been 
issued from the press, under the auspices of 
its worthy veteran Editor, Mr. William Bes- 
tow. During the past year a very manifest im- 

rovement has been made in the printing, and 
in the a, ese and general arrangement 
of the Journal, rendering it worthy of com- 
parison with any. At the same time, the 
theatrical profession and the admirers of the 
Drama should not fail to remember that this 
is the only journal that exclusively represents 
their important interests, and therefore it has 
powerful claims upon their patronage and 
support. 

The year 1858 has been a most prolific 
one in dramatic histrionic events, both on 
the bright and the shady side of the picture, 
and passing events have afforded much scope 
for contemplation. If we make a charge of 
our memory, we find that there has been no 
lack of stirring events to call forth our appro- 
bation and our admiration. One of the most 





notable occurrences that has characterized the 
past year, or indeed any re one, was 
the foundation of the Dramatic College, 
which is progressing so successfully and so 
satisfactorily to the best and most worthy is- 
sues, notwithstanding the vexing “hitch” 
which has occurred with respect to the con- 
veyance of the proffered land of Mr. Dodd. 
On this point, however, we must be as 
“ quiet as a fish ;” else we may lay ourselves 
open to the receipt of a note from the curi- 
ously charitable gentleman’s solicitor, even 
as our contemporary the Editor of the Era 
has done. At another time, and when the facts 
are fully known, we may say something fur- 
ther. Earlier in the year, the inauguration 
of the burial-ground of the Dramatic, Eques- 
trian, and Musical Sick Fund Association at 
Woking was an equally recommendable pro- 
ceeding in a social point of view. Such acts 
speak well of the head.and heart of the actor. 

The proprietor of Old Drury has not done 
much for the legitimate Drama, the talent being 
scattered all over the country, so that an efficient 
company cannot be got together. However, 
he has revived English Opera successfully, 
and, given the public the best comic panto- 
mime that has been produced for many years, 
paid his rent easel, and given the share- 
holders a larger dividend yearly. So much 
for the admirable management of Mr. E. T. 
Smith. 

If we make a review of the different theatres 
with which this metropolis abounds, we find 
that those at the head of affairs have all been 
“up and doing.” At the Princess’s, Mr. 
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Charles Kean during the past year has even 


exceeded his previous great triumphs. He has | 
presented several elaborate Shakespearian 


revivals in a manner that never until the end of 
his management manifested itself, or even 
dreamt of, as a component part of managerial 
ability, During his management of the Prin- 


cess’s, Mr. Charles Kean has consummated | 


the most omnipotent ends. He has 


not 


only increased his fame as a tragedian | 


of the most eminent stamp, but he has suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing much of the unge- 
nerous prejudice which has clung so tena- 
ciously to a certain and especial class, and 
has been so spitefully and covertly expressed 
towards him, But, alas! we lose spirit when 
we contemplate that he must leave the bright 
field of his most magnificent conquests, and 
take his farewell of us as manager in July 
next, which is to be the climax of his 
glorious managerial reign, and we look for- 
ward to the interregnum with the sincerest 
regret, 

Next to Mr. Charles Kean, both as a tra- 
gedian and a Shakespearian manager, stands 
forth Mr. Phelps, who at Sadler’s Wells 
during the past year, as in many preceding 
ones, has worked most zealously and most 
worthily in the cause of the Drama. His 


laurels have been well-earned, and his pro- 
ductions, as well as his interpretations of the 
principal parts, have been marked with the 
most versatile genius, the best judgment, and 
the first merit. 


At the Haymarket, Mr. Buckstone, 
“ worthy man,” bas been most diligent in the 
Thalian product. He has revived many of 
our best standard comedies, and during his 
Leviathan season he introduced to the public 
no less a number than eighteen original co- 
medies ; and—what redounds more to the 
circumspection of this gifted manager, actor, 
and author—these were all successful. The 
Haymarket indisputably possesses the most 
perfect corps dramatique that has ever been 
got together—equalling the very best comedy 
days of that theatre under Colman and Sam 
Foote. 

What shall we here record of the old 
Adelphi—a memento mori ! 
molished house had made a fame of such 


reputation that it will spread over all time. | 


Previous to the closing of that old, inconve- 
nient, but widely-reputed dot in the dramatic 
circle, some of its best and greatest suc- 
cesses were reproduced. But a truce to 
comment! Although the reputation of 


That now de- | 


what was done at the old Adelphi earned 
the highest admiration, that clumsy piece 
of architecture in which it was won ever 
excited the execration of all—whether ma- 
nager, actor, or auditor, It has now given 
place to a new one, which has commenced 
with the fairest prospects, and bids fair even to 
rival its predecessor. We think that there 
will not be the merest atom of a chance of 
any one disputing with us that the construc- 
tion of the new Adelphi Theatre may be ac- 
counted the most important theatrical event of 
the past year. 

Of the Lyceum Theatre we have to record 
a failure and a success. Mr. Charles Dillon, 
an eminent actor and a most capable ma- 
nager, failed by reason of weighty difficulties 
which encompassed themselves about him 
ere he took the reins of that frequently 
unremunerative property. He obtained 
an honourable certificate at the Bankruptcy 
Court, is now a free man, and in good 
repute wherever he expounds his talents ; 
therefore we do not altogether despair that he 
may not, at some future day, re-appear in 
this metropolis, where his genius and rare 
qualities will be remembered with pleasure 
for many years. During his management he 
exercised the best judgment ; and the pro- 
ductions of ‘ Lovers’ Amazements,” by Leigh 
Hunt, and “A Hard Struggle,” by West- 
land Marston, were as eras in dramatic 
successes. On the other hand, Mr. Fal- 
coner came to the Lyceum under most diffi- 
cult circumstances with a new comedy from 
his own pen, which it afforded us the greatest 
satisfaction to see rapidly grow into a great 
success. To this clever production alone did 
this worthy gentleman owe his success ; and 
at the end of the season the announcement 
from his own mouth, that the treasurer had 
not had occasion to suggest a change of per- 
formance up to that time, was a matter for 
the sincerest congratulation with every true 
lover of the Drama. 

The Olympic has been most suecessfully 
carried through the past year, and the bills 
have, we think, shown a little more variation 
than can be usually attributed to that house, 
though we have repetition enough. We are 
sorry, however, we cannot record the fact of 
a successful burlesque having been produced 
that is not equal to the reputation which it 
has hitherto held since Mr. Robson has been 
| the Momus of the scene. ‘ The Doge of 
| Duralto” was very well in some respects ; 
| but we think that the part of the Dogic po- 
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tentate was most unsuited to the talents of | 


Mr. Robson. The comedies, : comediettas, | 
and farces, on the other hand, have been of 
the first stamp and quality, if we except the 
“ Red Vial,” the story of which was revolting 
enough for the most bloodthirsty work we 
could ever have expected from such writers 
as Victor Hugo or Eugene Sue. 

We must not omit to make mention of the 
splendid success which has attended the very 
admirable efforts of the Pyne and Harrison 
Opera Company to create a taste for English 
music among the nobility, gentry, and 
middling classes of the metropolis. The 
production of Mr. Balfe’s “ Rose of Castille” 
has proved beyond contradiction that we have 
an English composer equal to any of the 
much vaunted Italian masters. ‘The Pyne 
and Harrison Company are now located on 
the very ground of their compeers, and they 
will not lose one iota of their well-earned 
reputation from the comparison. The pro- 
duction of Mr. Balfe’s “ Satanella” has proved 
another great success, 

At Astley’s Mr. Cooke has again proved 
his great ability in all matters pertaining to 
equestrian art. Many pieces of military and 
spectacular aspect have been placed upon the 
stage with the best ability that could be be- 
stowed upon entertainments of its class. Mr. 
Cooke has an excellent company, and Mr, 
Holloway’s Shakespearian performances have 
been deserving of the best praise. At the 
commencement of the present season the ad- 
dition of Mr. R. Phillips to the stage manage- 
ment and the acting department has mate- 
rially strengthened the resources of the estab- 
lishment, 

About the time when we were penning 
our last Retrospect, Miss Swanborough was 
just commencing what has proved a most 
successful management of the Strand Theatre, 
where the true Attic salt has been sprinkled 
liberally by the combined efforts of Mr. 
Charles Selby’s and Mr. J. H. Byron’s clever 
productions of the “ Last of the Pigtails,” the 
‘Bonnie Fishwife,” and the burlesques of 
“Fra Diavolo,” the “ Bride of Abydos,” and 
the “Maid and the Magpie,” which have 
been first-class ; and Miss Swanborough has 
put nothing upon the stage but what has been 
as valuable, more or less, as the especial 
pieces we point out, and we heartily wish her 
present season may progress as successfully 
as her last. 

At the Surrey, Messrs. Shepherd and 





Creswick deserve especial notice for the ad- 


mirable class of productions which they have 
successfully presented before the public during 
the past year, and for the very judicious 
manner in which they infuse their unexcep- 
tionable talents into them. We need instance 
one only of the class of productions which 
have been put upon the stage of the Surrey 
during the past year—*‘* Never too late to 
Mend ”—to recal to mind their worth and 
material calibre. This house possesses an 
excellent dramatic company, and Mr. H. 
Widdicomb is, perhaps, the most humorous 
comedian that any minor house possesses. 

Let us not omit to give our warmest praise 
to the energetic, the indefatigable Mr. John 
Douglass, the proprietor and manager of the 
Standard ‘[heatre, where he has worked with 
the strength of a giant for the public’s amuse- 
ment. He has lately put an additional weight 
upon his shoulders in undertaking the manage- 
ment of the New Pavalion Theatre. All 
honour, say we, to a gentleman of such 
Herculean propensities. The best nautical 
actor upon the boards of any theatre, he has 
also proved himself to be capable of trans- 
acting the largest amount of managerial duties 
and act too. The East End of London will 
never lack amusement, and of the first class 
too, so long as they are enriched in the pos- 
session of such an actor and such a manager 
as Mr. John Douglass. 

In the category of the minor houses, the 
Soho Theatre has, during the past year, most 
undoubtedly stood amongst the first, both as 
regards the nature of its productions and its 
companys We have with much pleasure ob- 
served a steady course of improvement con- 
tinually going on there ; and we have no doubt 
but what its talented manager, Mr. Mowbray, 
will do yet greater things at the Soho as time 
continues to roll on. He has made himself 
the well-reputed master of the position he has 
taken up. We wish him another year’s suc-~ 
cess equal to the past ; for we believe, from 
what we have personally witnessed, that he 
has received a due amount of patronage at 
the sage hands, and well has he deserved 


it. e is not only a clever manager, but 


| also a most versatile comedian, and a talented 


writer, 
The Grecian and the City of London 


Theatres have likewise occupied very impor- 


| tant positions during the past year ; the former 


having been almost entirely re-constructed, 
and the dramatic company materially 
strengthened. The Marylebone Theatre, 
too, under the able management of Mr. J 
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H. Cave, together with a reduced scale of | 
prices of admission, has most deservedly | 
— a success. The rest of the minor | 

ouses have done well in most instances, 
according to their class, though we can_ 
scarcely consider that some portion of the 
productions that have characterized the 
management of them during the past year 
have been of quite so superior a class as they 
were wont to be: they have contained some- | 
thing too much of the ‘blood and thunder” 
and “dreadful combat” school, which it 
would be most recommendable for them, one 
and all, to discard from their boards, and give 
place to a more intellectual class of entertain- 
ment, which would be sure to find favour in 
due course. 

The Drama during the past year, as at all 
antecedent periods, has been carped at by 
malcontents with all the gusto which the 
_— of malignancy can give to it. We 

ave brought our humble views into the focus 
of this journal for the purpose of disproving 
the pitiful cry, but we need scarcely swell out 
the length of this article with reference to 
this subject, which “needs no ghost to come 
from out o’ his grave” to disprove it; we 
have hitherto perhaps said enough, 

Death has also been busy amongst the 
notables of the histrionic world, Early in 
the year we had to deplore the loss of Mrs. 
Nisbett, the most spirited and dashing actress 
that has trod the stage since the time of Mrs. 
Jordan. Immediately preceding the decease 
of this lady occurred that of the great French 
actress, Madame Rachel ; and almost imme- 
diately after death placed his icy hand upon 
the gaunt frame of the great Italian basso, 
the ever-memorable Lablache. Death also 
numbered amongst his votaries subsequently 
the less noted but still much regretted names 
of Bird, Freer, and E. B. Gaston, the latter 
gentleman expiring in a sudden and most sad 
manner. In succession we received intelli- 
gence from a transatlantic shore of the death 
of that pathetic little actress of the Hay- 
market, who made so enviable a reputation 
in her embodiment of the “ Little Treasure,” 
Miss Blanche Fane. More recently the 
whole country received the sad tidings of the 
sudden death of that good actor of an old and | 
excellent school, poor Bartley, the best | 
comedian that ever buckled on the doublet of 
Jack Falstaff, or thrust his legs into his huge | 
russets. But a short time had expired when | 
we learnt of the demise of Mrs. Davidson ; | 
then came another sad revelation, which ex- 











| of the immortal Shakspeare. 


cited universal regret-—the sudden illness and 
death of Mr. Harley, stricken, as with a 
thunderbolt, whilst glibly giving the passages 
Other deaths 
have occurred in the profession ; but we will 
not call up the memory of the past by de- 
tailing them here, though we will not close 
this, the saddest portion of our Retrospect, 


| without saying a word in remembrance of 


Mrs. Shalders, who had a provincial reputa- 
tion almost equal to Mrs. Glover in -her 
especial line of characters. 

Before closing, we must beg to give the 
best acknowledgments and thanks to Mr. 
Bestow, the veteran Editor of this Journal, 
for the ability he has displayed in conducting 
the TaeaTRicaL JOURNAL during the past 
year, and to congratulate him upon the com- 
pletion of the Nineteenth Volume and the 
commencement of the Twentieth, which we 
trust may be succeeded by many more. We 
must also beg to thank him for the space 
which, during the past year, as well as pre- 
ceding ones, he has granted to his and his 
readers’ most humble servant. 





St. James’s Hatt.—Amongst the various en- 
tertainments which offer their attractions to the 
public, there are none at which a more agreeable 
evening may be passed than in the company of 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Paul, whose capital piece 
of “Patchwork” is replete with humorous 
sketches of character, foreign and domestic, and 
clever songs and parodies. Mrs. Paul’s imitation 
of the popular tenor, Sims Reeves, singing Balfe’s 
ballad of “Come into the garden, Maud,” is one 
of the most wonderful copies of voice, gesture, 
and manner we have ever seen. 

Royat Dramatic Cottece.—In pursuance of 
a resolution passed on Saturday, the Ist inst., at a 
meeting of the committee of this charity, a sub- 
committee, consisting of Messrs. B. Webster, 
Creswick, Sams, Bowring, Jerwood, and Dr. Bor- 
lase Childs, proceeded on Thursday to view the 
site offered by the Rev. Edward Moore for the 
Royal Dramatic College and Asylum for decayed 
actors. The spot, which Mr. Moore generously 
left the committee to select from any portion of 
his estate, is picturesquely situated near Gerrard’s 
Cross, on Gold Hill, from whence an extensive 
view of the beautiful country surrounding is ob- 
tained. Within a short distance of Uxbridge, the 
old actors’ home will be found in the midst of 
literary associations. Stoke Pogis Church, close 
by, is the scene of Gray’s immortal “Elegy in a 
Country Churchyard ;” here lie the bones of 
William Penn; and at Bexley Milton was born. 
Mr. Moore met the gentleman of the sub-com- 
mittee at the railway station, and displayed the 
utmost courtesy in conducting them over his 
estate, and pointing out the most eligible sites for 
the college. We congratulate the committee at 
the fortunate escape they have had from Mr. 
Dodd and his “ dirty acres.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





A. M.— We believe it was about theyear 1700 when the 
first theatre opened in England for Italian opera. 
V. V.—The late Edmund Kean’s. mother was a Mrs. 

*: Carey, who died in the year 1833. 

C. KeMBLE.—A notice of the performance at the 
Cabinet on Monday last will appear in our next. 

A Sus.—The first entertainment given by Albert 
Smith was at Willis’s Rooms, and called the “ Over- 
land Mail.” 

C. Epmonps.— The advertisements must be 2s. 

Harpay.— We did not receive the tickets till the morn- 
ing after the performance at the Cabinet. 

West.— The poetry shall appear on the first oppor- 
tunity. A quarter's Journals, post free, is 2s. 

A. Atonton.—The gentleman you speak of at the 
Haymarket has been deaf for years. 
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A LIST OF PANTOMIMES AND 
PANTOMIMIC ARTISTES. 


Drury Lane.—“Robin Hood, or Har- 
lequin Friar Tuck, and the Merry Men of 
Sherwood Forest.” Harlequins, Messrs. Mi- 
Jano and St. Maine; Clowns, Messrs. 
Boleno and Delevanti ; Sprites, young De- 
levantis’; Pantaloons, Messrs. Tanner and 
Delevanti ; Columbines, Mesdames Boleno 
and Brown. 


Covent GaARDEN.—“ Little Red Riding 
Hood, or the Wolf in Granny’s Clothing.” 
Harlequin, Mr. W. Payne, jun. ; Clown, 
Mr. Filexmore ; Pantaloon, Mr. Barnes ; 
the Baron, Mr. W. H. Payne, sen. ; Co- 
lumbine, Miss E. Morgan. 


HaYMARKET.—“ Undine, or Harlequin 
and the Spirit of the Waters.” Harlequin, 
Mr. A. Leclercq ; Clown, Mr. C. Leclereq ; 
Pantaloon, Mr. Cole ; Columbine, Miss L. 
Leclercq. 

Parincess’s.—“ The King of the Castle, 
or Harlequin Prince Diamond and the Prin- 
cess Bright Eyes.” Harlequin, Mr. Cor- 
mack ; Clown, Mr. Huline ; Pantaloon, Mr. 
Paulo ; Columbine, Miss C. Adams. 

Lyceum.— Harlequin Toy Horse, or the 
Cremorne Gala.” Harlequin, Mr. John 
Laurie ; Clown, Mr. C. Laurie ; Pantaloon, 
Mr. H. Laurie ; Columbine, Miss Fanny 
Laurie. 

BriTanniA.—* Prince Peacock and the 
Queen of Spite, or the Fountains of Eternal 
Youth.” Harlequin, Mr. G. French ; Clown, 





| Mr. Jean Louis; Pantaloon, Mr. W. New- 
‘ham; Sprites, Messrs. Hermann, Fiest, 
,and Roche ; Columbine, Madlle. C, Stephan. 
| ApeLrat.—* Mother Red Cap, or Har- 
lequin and Johnny Gilpin.” Harlequin, Mr. 
| Hildebrand ; Clown, Mr. Croueste ; Panta- 
loon, Mr. Lupino ; Columbine, Miss J. Hay- 
man. 

Srranp.—Extravaganza, ‘ Kenilworth, 
or Ye Queen, ye Earl, and ye Maydenne.” 


Orympic.—Extravaganza, “ Mazeppa.” 


Sapier’s Weis. —“ Harlequin and Old 
Izaak Walton ; or Tom Moore of Fleet St., 
the Silver Trout, and the Seven Sisters of 
Tottenham.” Harlequin, Mr. C. Fenton ; 
Clown, Mr. N. Deulin; Pantaloon, Mr. 
Naylor; Columbine, Miss C. Parkes ; 
Sprites, by the Deulin Family. 

AstTLrEY’s.—“ Harlequin Baron Munchau- 
sen and his Comical Cream Cob Cruizer.” 
Harlequin, Mr. Hemming; Clown, Mr. A. 
M. Forrest ; Pantaloon, Mr, Cole ; Colum- 
bine, Miss Julia Weston ; Sprite, Mr. 
Thorne. 

STANDARD.—“ Queen Anne’s Farthing, 
and the Three Kingdoms of Copper, Silver, 
and Gold ; or Old King Counterfeit and the 
Good Fairy of the Magic Mint.” Harlequin, 
Mr. W. Smith ; Clown, Mr. T. Matthews ; 
Pantaloon, Mr. H. Martin ; Columbine, Miss 
A.Cushnie ; Sprites, the Brothers Juan and 
Felix Carlo. 

Pavition.—“ Handy Pandy Sugar Candy, 
which Hand will You Have ? or Orpheus and 
the Magic Lute.” Harlequin, Mr. Ashate ; 
Clowns, Messrs. J. Chappell and Ender- 
shon ; Pantaloon, Mr. J. Matthews ; Colum- 
bine, Madame Pauline ; Sprite, M. Silvian. 

Grecian.— Guy Faux, or the Amazon 
Queen and the Fairy of the Sea Weed Isle.” 
Harlequin, Mr. W. Osmond ; Clown, Mr. P. 
Herring ; French Clowns, the Brothers 
Elliott ; Columbine, Miss Fowler ; Sprites, 
the little Elliotts, 

_ City or Lonpox.—“ King Comet and 
Prince Quicksilver, or Harlequin All the 
World and His Wife.” Harlequin, Mr. 
Alexander ; Clown, Mr. H. Teasdale ; Pan- 
taloon, Mr. Morrell ; Columbine, Mrs. J. F. 
Alexander ; Sprites, MM. Leglere. 

Victoria.—* Harlequin True Blue and 
Mrs. Britannia, or the Demon Zabulos and 
the Fairy of the Silver Waters.” Harlequin, 
Mr. F. Glover ; Clown, Mr. P. Weston ; 
Pantaloon, Mr. A. Hill ; Columbine, Mis. 
| M. Wilmot ; Sorites, the Brothers Carivello. 
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QueEN’s.—“ The Forty Thieves, or Har- | 
Jequin Ali Baba and the Fairy Hadionelle.” 
Clown, Mr. Harrison. 

MaryLesone.—“ Goody Goose, or Har- | 
lequin Green Hearts and the Good Boy who | 
helped the Poor Old Woman from Market.” 
Harlequin, Mr. C. Rowella; Clowns, 
Messrs. B. Sylvestre and F. Rowella ; Pan- 
taloon, Mr. H. Bolton ; Columbine, Miss 
A. Howell. 

Surrey.—“ Harlequin Father Thames 
and the River Queen, or Ye Lord Mayor of 
London.” Harlequin, Mr. A. Tapping ; 
Clown, Mr. Buck; Partaloon, Mr. Brad- 
bury ; Columbine, Miss Rosina ; Sprites, 
Brothers Tallien. 

Errincuam.—“ Tit, Tat, Toe, or Three 
Jolly Butchers all of a Row ; or Harlequin 
Mephistophiles and Old Father Thames.” 
Harlequin, Mr. C. Buckingham ; Clown, Mr. 
Woodward ; Pantaloon, Mr. Newham; Co- 
lumbine, Mrs. Buckingham ; Sprite, Signor 
Leno. 





THE SOHO THEATRE. 
During the past week the favourite drama 
of the “Charming Polly” has been represented 
The piece was placed upon the stage 


here. 
with every regard for accuracy and effect. 
The principal parts were undertaken by the 
leading members of the company, Mr. E. T. 
Evans performing the difficult part of the 
aged Mr. Blossomly in a highly effective 
manner ; and Miss Helen Love acting, with 
a spirit and a refinement peculiar to herself, 
the daughter, Amy Blossomly. Miss C. 
Nichol is an excellent comic actress, and 
created much amusement as Betty Budd. 
Mrs. J. W. Sims’s Widow Snuggs was also 
a very clever impersonation. Nat Novlan, 
the juvenile hero of the piece, was played 
dashingly by Mr. F. J. Preece, who is 
rapidly improving in his acting. Mr. Shirley’s 
Stephen Screw was exceedingly unctuous, 
and called forth repeated laughter. Mr. 
Franklin did full justice to Reuben Redland. 
The pantomime of “ Harlequin Master Wal- 
ter” increases in popularity, and the ladies 
and gentlemen engaged in it, if anything, im- 
prove in the excellence of their acting. There 





are one or two incidents which we omitted to 
notice in our article of last week, the chief of 
which are a very capital Irish jig, which is | 
danced by Miss Helen Love and Miss C. 

Nichol with uproarious terpsichorean ability. | 
There is also a very interesting little fellow, | 
Master Permata, who appears as Puck in | 


in the ballet, and one or two other scenes, 
whose very appearance calls forth the mirth 
of the audience, independent of his dancing 
and speechifying. There are also several 
new features introduced, and everything is 
done to make this very successful pantomime 


go off with eclat. 





ECLECTIC HALL, SOHO. 


This pretty amateur theatre is now -very 
much improved, both for convenience and ap- 
pearance, and is one of the very best of the 
kind as a school for the practice of amateurs 
in the dramatic art ; and Mr. Flexman, the 
proprietor, may be assured, so long as he con- 
ducts it in the respectable way he has begun, 
he will not want for the patronage of those 
who have a wish to prepare themselves for 
the stage. On Friday night a very nice per- 
formance came off. The first piece was the 
drama of “ Still Waters Run Deep.” Mr. 
Snelling, the acting manager, undertook the 
part of John Mildmay, which he played in a 
very gentlemanly and quiet manner. His 
conception of the part was no doubt as the 
author intended, and he made all the telling 
points without overacting them. Captain 
Hawksley was represented by Mr. Hone, 
who looked the character very well, and 
played in the first act with more vigour and 
dash than he did afterwards. His exit wanted 
more force. However, he was well up in 
the part, and it was a very creditable perform- 
ance for so arduous acharacter. The gentle- 
man (Mr. Proctor) who assumed the charac- 
ter of Potter is deserving of our meed of 
praise. He acted with spirit and discretion, 
He made the part amusing; and his action 
and manner justify us in saying it was al- 
together a most praiseworthy attempt. The 
young gentleman (Mr. Hinton) who enacted 
the Irishman must not be forgot. His make- 
up was capital, and his Irish brogue very 
correct. We understand it was his first at- 
tempt, and we can congratulate him upon so 
successful an effort. Mrs. Sternhold was 
sustained by a young lady of the name of C. 
Honey. She evidently acted the character 
with very considerable ability. Her disdain 
for Captain Hawksley, and her humiliation 
towards Mildmay, was very faithfully de- 
picted, and showed she had a capacity to 
understand the author. We hope to see her 
in some other character verySsoon. The 
other young lady who undertook Mrs. Mild- 
may appears to want confidence and practice, 
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which, we hope, she will obtain; and we 
shall be happy to see her again in a less diffi- 
cult character. The drama altogether was 
very well acted. “ Robert Macaire” was the 
next piece. We have seen the same cast be- 
fore, except Jaques Strop, which was played 
by Mr. Reeve, a protuising young gentleman, 
whom we have only seen on the boards once. 
He has a good comic phiz, and has much 
comic humour about him ; but he must take 
care and not overact the characters he as- 
sumes. The whole wound up with the farce 
of “John Dobbs.” Messrs. Snelling and 
Hawkins played into each other’s hands, and 
kept the farce going with spirit. Mrs. Den- 
nis, who made her first appearance on the 
stage, made a very favourable impression, 
speaking with good emphasis and a lady- 
like demeanour. Her person is much in 
her favour, being possessed of a good {figure 
and a pleasing voice. She appears to be 
well educated, and, with practice and study, 
will no doubt become an acquisition to the 
club in genteel comedy. The dresses were 
supplied by Mr. and Mrs, Harrison, of Bow- 
street, and were very good and appropriate, 





LITERARY INSTITUTE, BROMLEY, KENT. 


A very successful entertainment was given 
on Tuesday fortnight at the above place by 
the members of the above Institute of that 
town in aid of its funds, and which took place 
at the White Hart Assembly Rooms, the 
success which attended a similar experiment 
last year having induced the Committee to 
repeat it. The first part consisted of “A 
Short Dissertation upon Seasonable Mirth,” 
introducing “comic recitations, and was¥most 
humorously delivered by Mr. Henry Deane, 
jun., a gentleman possessing considerable 
ability, and powers of no common order. 
The second part commenced with a musical 
and descriptive entertainment, interspersed 
with dissolving views, the whole of which 
was admirably arranged by Mr. S. P. Acton 
(one of the honorary secretaries) from diffe- 
rent sources, and entitled “Glimpses of 
Foreign Travel,” in which he was assisted 
by a party of vocalists who kindly volun- 
teered their services, and wherein he gave 





descriptive selections from the works of 
Dickens, Thackeray, Albert Smith, and other | 
authors, chosen with great judgment, and | 
given with no little humour. The music | 
was well selected and the views good. After | 


recited by a member of the Committee, illus- 
trated by coloured sketches, and then fol- 
lowed a brilliant display of chromatropes, 
with comic subjects for the amusement of 
the juvenile portion of the audience. The 
Bromley Amateur Band attended, and the 
entire affair went off well, which must have 
been extremely gratifying to Mr. Acton, 
who took upon himself the onus of the ar- 
rangements, and we should think that its 
great success would warrant occasional re- 
petition. 





Sertous Ittngss or Mrs. Sims Reeves.—We 
much regret to hear that this accomplished artiste, 
wife of the celebrated tenor, has been for some 
weeks very seriously ill, so much so, indeed, as to 
cause her family and friends great anxiety and 
alarm. 





MADAME TUSSAUD'S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
EW ADDITION.—The Grand Duke Constan- 
tine, High Admiral of Russia; being a continua- 
tion of celebrated characters that have raised this 
exhibition to the honour of being visited by strangers 
from all parts of the world. Admittance, Is.; second 
room, 6d. Open from eleven to five, and from seven 
till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—*In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 
proud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
Madame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


HIGHBURY BARN. 


) USIC AND DANCING every Evening, from 

Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, Is.; on Sundays, by Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’Hdte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s. each. The three Subscription 
Balls, January 12th, February 12th, and March 16th. 

Stewards of Public Festivals are requested to make 
early application for the Rooms. 


The British Dramatic Club. 


+ i Pieces selected for the first performance are 
“Dying for Love” and the “Merchant of 
Venice.” 

Gentlemen desirous of taking part in the above 
are requested to communicate immediately with S. 
Ramsay, Wheatsheaf Tavern, 365, Oxford-street. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS. 


NCREDIBLE CURE OF BAD LEGS or 
SEveNTEEN YEARS’ STANDING.—James Nash, 
Thursted Farm, three miles from Chatham, was 
afflicted for seventeen years with inveterate sore legs. 
There were thirteen wounds in them. He was in 
St. Thomas’s and Guy’s Hospitals nearly seven 
months, all the surgeons concurring that amputation 
was the only thing likely to save him. This was tpo 
great a sacrifice, therefore he commenced using 
Helloway’s Ointment and Pills, which healed all the 
ounds in a short time, and restored him to perfeet 











this the diverting history of John Gilpin was | health. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 


HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 

31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 

Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 

that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 

jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let om reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address— Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





Plays for the People. 
HE PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. Each 


Play complete for One Penny, with casts of cha- 
racters, &c. 


1 Jack Sheppard 
2 Oliver Twist 
3 Turpin’s Ride 


or 
4 Dombey and Son 
5 Don Caesar de Bazan 
6 Mazeppa; or, the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 
‘7 The Blood-red Knight 
8 The Dumb Man of 
Manchester 
9 = Miller and his 


en 

10 The Vicar of Wake- 
field 

11 Obi; or, Three-fin- 
gered Jack 

12 Black Beard the Pirate 


to 





13 The Maid and the 
Magpie 

14 The Red Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 

17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

20 Aziel the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 

22 Susan Hopley 

23 Ada the Betrayed 

24 Blue Beard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 

27 Belphegor 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


Each Play complete for One Penny, or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a coloured scene, 
taken during a representation. 


All the above being stereotyped, are never out of 


print. 


London: George Purkess, Compton-street, Soho ; 
and may be had at 16, St. Alban’s-place, Edgeware- 


road, and all Booksellers. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street» 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 


and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 
HE Second Eclectic Dramatic Club is now 
open to receive a few Ladies and Gentlemen as 
Members. 
Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 
Manager and Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Pro- 


prietor, James Flexman; Costumier, Mr. Harrison, 
31, Bow-street. 





OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 


HE noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to’ be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
urities from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
fief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
iving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
fits unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
mitation. 





A Secret worth Enowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e e garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials end workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 





IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 
Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 


ADVERTISEMENT Scare.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps, 


Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 
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